Human rights policies & practices of companies
mining key minerals for-the low-carbon transition

According to the World Bank, six minerals expected to experience a significant rise
in demand as the world transitions to a low-carbon economy include
copper, cobalt, lithium, manganese, nickel, and zinc.
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SOURCE: World Bank, The Growing Role of Minerals and Metals for a Low Carbon Future, Jun 2017
(climate scenarios refer to limiting global temperature increase to 2°C or 4°C respectively)

Business & Human Rights Resource Centre collected data on the human
rights policies and practices of the top five companies mining these key
minerals. See our top-line findings below. For more information including
further data and case studies, see our Transition Mineral Tracker.
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MAIN CONCERNS RAISED IN ALLEGATIONS
REGARDING COPPER, COBALT, LITHIUM,
MANGANESE, NICKEL, AND ZINC MINING
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Environmental impacts
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Free, prior & informed consent

Beatings & violence, intimidation & threats

Land rights

Corruption

Access to information

Livelihood impacts

Rape & sexual abuse
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NOTE: One allegation may be linked to multiple issues
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NOTE: Some companies that don't have allegations specifically related to their cobalt mining operations, have other human
rights allegations recorded on the Resource Centre’s database. The high number of allegations and companies with
human rights policies raises concerns about a disconnect between policies and practice on the ground.
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NOTE: Copper mining had the most allegations recorded of all minerals. The high occurrence of allegations
raises concerns about a disconnect between policies and practice on the ground.

USE IN LOW-CARBON TECHNOLOGY

Lithium is used in energy storage
technologies, including electric
vehicle batteries.
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NOTE: All of the top 5 companies operate in the lithium triangle between Chile, Argentina and Bolivia.
All human rights allegations were related to this region.
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NOTE: Some companies that don’t have allegations specifically related to their nickel mining operations,
have other human rights allegations recorded on the Resource Centre’s database
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NOTE: The high occurrence of allegations raises concerns about a disconnect between policies and practice on the ground.



